
1. The Sins of the Parents Affect Their Children to the 3rd & 4th Generation: 

Exodus 20:5 

Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 

 
You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the LORD your God, am a 

jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay the sins 
of the parents upon their children; the entire family is affected—even children in 
the third and fourth generations of those who reject Me. (NLT) 

Exodus 34:7 

Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that 
will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth 
generation. 

 
I lavish unfailing love to a thousand generations. I forgive iniquity, rebellion, and sin. 

But I do not excuse the guilty. I lay the sins of the parents upon their children 
and grandchildren; the entire family is affected—even children in the third and 
fourth generations. (NLT) 

Numbers 14:18 

The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, 
and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation. 

 
The LORD is slow to anger and filled with unfailing love, forgiving every kind of sin 

and rebellion. But He does not excuse the guilty. He lays the sins of the parents 
upon their children; the entire family is affected—even children in the third and 
fourth generations. (NLT) 

Numbers 32:13 

And the LORD'S anger was kindled against Israel, and he made them wander in the 
wilderness forty years, until all the generation, that had done evil in the sight of 
the LORD, was consumed. 

 
The LORD was angry with Israel and made them wander in the wilderness for forty 

years until the entire generation that sinned in the LORD's sight had died. (NLT) 

Deuteronomy 5:9-10 

Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate me, And shewing mercy unto 
thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments. 

 
You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the LORD your God, am a 

jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay the sins 
of the parents upon their children; the entire family is affected—even children in 
the third and fourth generations of those who reject Me. But I lavish unfailing 
love for a thousand generations on those who love Me and obey My commands. 
(NLT) 



Deuteronomy 7:9-10 

Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth 
covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a 
thousand generations; And repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy 
them: he will not be slack to him that hateth him, he will repay him to his face. 

 
Understand, therefore, that the LORD your God is indeed God. He is the faithful God 

who keeps His covenant for a thousand generations and lavishes His unfailing 
love on those who love Him and obey His commands. But He does not hesitate to 
punish and destroy those who reject Him. (NLT) 

 

2. The Sins of the Parents Affect Their Children to the 10th Generation: 

Deuteronomy 23:2-4 

A bastard shall not enter into the congregation of the LORD; even to his tenth 
generation shall he not enter into the congregation of the LORD. An Ammonite 
or Moabite shall not enter into the congregation of the LORD; even to their tenth 
generation shall they not enter into the congregation of the LORD for ever: 
Because they met you not with bread and with water in the way, when ye came 
forth out of Egypt; and because they hired against thee Balaam the son of Beor of 
Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse thee. 

 
"If a person is illegitimate by birth, neither he nor his descendants for ten 

generations may be admitted to the assembly of the LORD. No Ammonite or 
Moabite or any of their descendants for ten generations may be admitted to the 
assembly of the LORD. These nations did not welcome you with food and water 
when you came out of Egypt. Instead, they hired Balaam son of Beor from Pethor 
in distant Aram-naharaim to curse you. (NLT) 

 

3. Christ Redeemed Us from the 3rd, 4th & 10th Generation Curse: 

Galatians 3:13-14 

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: That the blessing of Abraham 
might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith. 

 
But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. When He was hung 

on the cross, He took upon Himself the curse for our wrongdoing. For it is 
written in the Scriptures, "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree." Through 
Christ Jesus, God has blessed the Gentiles with the same blessing He promised to 
Abraham, so that we who are believers might receive the promised Holy Spirit 
through faith. (NLT) 


